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ABSTRACT 

This article deals with the Pteridophyte Flora of East and West districts of Godavari in Andhra 
Pradesh. Botanical Explorations were undertaken in the Polavaram and Rampa agency tracts 
and in all 30 species of Pteridophytes representing 22 Genera and 14 Families are enumerated. 


INTRODUCTION 

The forest tracts in East and West districts of 
Godavari in Andhra Pradesh have been botanically 
little explored and a few collection tours were under¬ 
taken by the officers of Botanical Survey of India 
during the first half of this century. The phanero¬ 
gams have received attention; but any information 
on the lower groups of plants has been fragment¬ 
ary and far from complete. 

Venkateswarlu (1943) has first reported on the 
occurrence of Psilotum triquetrum from East Goda¬ 
vari. Later Rao (1958) noted the occurrence of a 
few pteridophytes in his “Observations on the vege¬ 
tation of Rampa and Gudem Agency Tracts”. 
During 1962 the author had an opportunity to study 
the flora of Papi hills on the southern bank of river 
Godavari. 

An attempt is made here to enumerate the 
pteriodophyte flora collected from Papi hills and 
also those from Rampa hills already present in 
Central National Herbarium. It is interesting to 
note that all the important families are represented 
here like Psilotaceae, Selaginellaceae, Marattiaceae, 
Schizaeaceae, Hymenophyllaceae, Cyatheaceae and 
Polypodicaceae. A few species like Grepidomanes 
bipunctatum (Poir.) Cop., Leptochilus decurrents 
Bl., Cyathea gigantea (Wall.) Holtt. and Dryopteris 
otana O. Kuntze are of rare occurrence in North¬ 
ern Circars on the Eastern ghats. Dryopteris moul- 
metnense C. Chr. is known for first time and a 
record for South. India. Though few in number 
the species dominance is quite alike to that of 
Shevaroys with dominant families tabulated below. 


Family 

Godavari 

Shevaroy 

Pteridaceae 

8 Sp- 

11 Sp 

Aspidiaceae 

5 Sp 

11 Sp 

Polypodiaceae 

3 Sp 

*7 Sp 

/ 


A reference to Beddome’s Ferns of South India, 
reveals that many of the species listed from the 
liodavari region are new records for the Eastern, 
ghats of Madras Presidency. Studies on the pteri¬ 
dophytes of local Indian floras are of cumin 
interest as may be seen from the literature cited; 
at the end'. A plea is put forth here inviting the 


enthusiastic plant collectors and botanists of the 

Godavari region to make intensive exploration of 

the various forests in the agency tracts for prepara¬ 
tion of the Flora of great importance. 

PSILOTACEAE 

Psilotum nudum (L.) Beauv. (P. triquetrum Sw.). 
Reported from the forest near Vathangi in East 
Godavari (March 1963) by V. Venkateswarlu. 

Selaginella barbata Spring. Common on low hills V. 
Narayanaswami 74. Dummakonda V.NS\ 657 
(E. Godavari) Papi hill (W. Godavari) in 
sporangia; September, Raju 399. 

MARATTIACEAE 

Angiopteris evecta (Forst.) Hoffm. Ethakonda 1000 
m in sori; October 1920, V.N.S. 575. 

SCHIZAEACEAE 

Lygodium flexuosum (L.) Sw. Common, Rampa hill, 

V. N.S-. 75, 93; Papi hill (West Godavari) 800 m 
in sori; September, Raju 443. 

hymeJnophyllaceae 

Crepidomanes bipunctatum (Poir.) Cop. (Trichoma- 
nes bipunctatum. Poir., T. fihcula (Bory) Cop. in 
sori; Ethakonda 900 m (E. Godavari) V.NS. 587. 

PTERIDACEAE 

Adiantum caudatum L. Very common fern. Rampa 
hill (E. Godavari) V. N.S. 27; Papi hill at 600 m 

W. Godavari) in sori; 26 September, 62. Raju 
452. Rachis hairy throughout, pinnae almost 
sessile. 

A. philippense L. (A. lunulatum Sw.). Common 
along with above, Rampa V.NS. 97; Maredumil- 
li (E. Godavari) V.N.S. 337; Papi hill (W. Goda¬ 
vari) in sori; 26 September, Raju 453. Fronds 
simply pinnate, pinnae on slender stalks. 

Aleuritopteris farinosa (Forsk.) Fee (Chejlanthes 
farinosa Kaulf.). Common silver fern. Papi hill 
(W. Godavari) in sori; 26 September, Raju 456. 

Cbeilanthes tenuifolia (Burm.) Sw. Common along 
with above. Rampa 800 m .(E. Godavari) V.N& 
204; Papi hill (W. Godavari) in sori; September, 
Raju 454. 

Hemionites arifolia (Burm.) Moore, Frequent on 
Papi hill (W. Godavari) in soil; September, Raja 
457; Palkonda (E. Godavari) V.N.S. 385. 
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Pteris biaurita L. var. qoadriaurita C. Ch. Rampa 
(E. Godavari) V.NS. 584.. 

P. pellucida Presl. Common, Ethakonda 1000 m 
(E. Godavari) in sori; September, V.NS. 80, 592. 

Leptochilus decunrens Bl. Rampa hill 500 m in sori; 
August, M. S. Ramaswami 33/; Ethakonda (E. 
Godavari) V.N.S, 588. 

DAVALLIACEAE 

Nephrolepis exaltata Presl. Frequent, Rampa hill 
(E. Godavari) M. S. Ramaswami 1589; Sesharayi 
700 m in sori; August, V.NS. 5 g8. 

N. exaltata var. hirsutula Presl. Ethakonda 90a m 
V.NS-. 590. 

CYATHEACEAE 

Cyathea gigantea (Wall.) Holtt. ( Alsophila glabra 
Hook.). Rare, Rampa hill, in sori; August, M. S. 
Ramaswami /530. 

C. apinulosa Wall. Ethakonda 900 m (E. Godavari) 
V.NJS. 576. 

ASPIDIACEAE 

Dryopterig cochleata. C. Chr. Rare, on a slope. 
Maredumilli, in sori; September, V.NS s.n. 

D, mollia Hieron. Rampa, V.NS ; Gufljugudem, 
in sori; August, M.S.R. 1679. 

D. moadmeinense C v Chr. Rampa hill 500 m 
(Nephrodium moulmeinense Bedd.) in sori; 
September, V.NS. 302. 

D. otaria O. Kuntze ( Nephrodium dtaria Baker) 
Maredumilli, October, V.NS. 335; Papikonda 
(W. Godavari) in sori; September, Raju 464. 

D. orophylla C. Chr. Ethakonda 900 m V.N.S. 

589. 

BLECHNACEAE 

Stenochlaena palustris (Burm.) Bedd. Not common, 
on hill at 500 m in sori ; September, V. N. S. 200. 

ASPLENIACEAE 

Aapleoiiim formosum Willd. Ethakonda, in sori; 
October, V.N.S. 58/. 


Diplazium esculentum Sw. (Anisogonitim esculen- 
tum Presl.; Asplenium esculentum Presl.) Kameru 
(E. Godavari) October. V.NS. 545 ; Papi hill, in' 
sori; March, sori elongate, Raju 79. 

PILYPODIACEAE 

Drynaria quercifolia J. Sm. In sori; Devarakonda 
700 m V.NS. 484. 

Polypodium adnascens Sw. Frequent at Sesharayi 
(Rampa Agency) V.NS. 628. 

Actinopteris radiata (Link) Link. A common fern 
on slopes, dried up in March. Papi hill- (Goda¬ 
vari). The rhizome of this fern dipped in water 
are prescribed as a tonic for T.B. patients. 

MARSILEACEAE 

Marsilea quadrifolia L. Common water plant in the 
tanks of plains, with sporocarps; Bangarupapa 
tank (W. Godavari) Zengareddigudem, March, 
Raju 2to. 

SALVINIACEAE 

Azolla pinnata R. Br. Common floating pterido- 
phyte found in all canals of Godavari river. 
Sporocarps reddish. 
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